Mepartment of the nterior

OFFICE OF GEOGRAPHER

Ottawa,

DEAR SiR,

I wish to obtain information respecting the derivation of the place-names of Canada—of the
names of the villages, towns, cities and of the natural features, such as rivers, lakes, capes, bays,
mountains, etc.—and shall be much obliged if you will give me any information that you may
Possess or can procure, respecting the below-mentioned name and also respecting the names of
any other features in the vicinity of your residence concerning which you have knowledge.

In many localties, the older generation is passing, or has passed away, and unless steps are
taken to collect this information, it will, in many instances, be too late. In most communities
there are persons who take an interest in things of this nature or that have been connected with
the early settlement of the locality. If there are any such in your neighbourhood, will you
kindly submit this to them.

Below I have indicated the lines along which I desire information and also the commoner
derivatives of place-names in Canada :—

(1.) Whether named after a village, town, or city, or natural feature in any other province
or country ; if so, the name of province or country in which the original locality is situated.

(2.) Whether named after a person ; if so, the person’s name, occupation, spelling of name
as rendered by the person and any details of interest respecting him (or her) such ag (o) Whether
alive or, if dead, approximate year of death ; (b) Whether at any time a resident of the locality
and, if so, whether still living there,

(3.) Whethé?named after a natural feature ; if 8o, any details respecting the origin of the
name as applied to the feature and the geographical position of the latter.

(4.) Whether the town, village or city ever had any other name or names ; if so, at what
dates, approximately, and the origin of these obsolete names.

Any information bearing on the above will be deemed a courtesy.

/MGrayenhyrs t" Mushoks nsd” Yours truly,

“"Hawtrey' Oxford Co
/"Coplestone” Lambtton JAMES WHITE,
"‘;ugiqny o &elash e i Gleographer.

Kindly write your reply on the attached sheet.

To ensure free transmission of your reply I enclose herewith an addressed envelope which
will come free of postage.

(Ambertey  Horor Masertey  Lanarg
Grassmere Muskoka
IMLyivarle Carlelsn




(Copy)
88 llaclaren St.
Ottawa, Oct. ¢, 1906
Dear Mr. Thite,

In a letter datea 1lth ultimo you spoke of sending
me a few of your circulars and asking me to till in particulars
respecting the P. U. names for which I am personally responsible.
The circulars never came to hand. ln any case I cannot now recall
what names I was personally responsible ror. If a name were men-
tioned I could probably say whether | had sugrested it or not.

As to Gravenhurst and ilawtrey, the paternity of

which I acknowledged, the first is the title of a book by William
omlth better known as the author of "lhorndale » while the latter

was intended to perpetuate the name or Ldward Uraven Hawtrey  head
master of Lton in the first halt ot the last century. I am in
?ossession of a very tfine edition of Euripides bearing the signa-
turc ana coat of arms of Hawtrey. ?) g
A few other names that occur to me are Qoolestone; v

after an eminent Oxford scholar, professor of poetry at that

University about 100 years ago; aurigny in the liagdalen Islands,f+”mfw

this belnv-the French tform of Alderney(Channel Islands; nmberley
| ) 10, el

after the eldest son of Earl Kussell; Ambleside, the residence for

a time (in %Westmoreland,) of Wordsworth and Coleridge; Grasmera-

do; HMerivale, after Charles lierivale, author of "Historyn of the

Romzns under the impire"; ilaberly, After Col. maberly, Secretary

of the G. P. U. Lgndon before Rowland Hill; Lammermoor et after

persons or places in Sir Walter Seott's novels: =nd so on.
Our object was to give more or less euphonious

names




names having associations with British history and literature,

The name Oswald, concerning which, in anothar ﬁemo,
you enquire, was probably given in the same way; I have no spscieal
recollection of it. Belcourt was probably named after the M. P.
though ! cannot say positively. I return the papers in these cases

Yours very truly,
W- U -—JGSGUP o1 O .','.I'- N

P. 5. I amwexcessively busy just now and could hardly take
time to go mugh further into the matter.
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